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Community & Public Participation 
Purpose  

This Comprehensive Plan cannot be written, nor recommendations made without input from the 

people who live, work, and visit the Town of Smithtown.  Without valuable public input, this 

document will not accurately represent the wants and needs of Smithtown residents.   The 

Comprehensive Plan Team (H2M (lead), AKRF, and TimHaahs) is working hard to obtain ideas, 

opinions, feedback, and concerns from the public throughout the year and a half long 

Comprehensive Plan process using ñhigh touchò to ñhigh techò approaches, ranging from 

traditional workshops to online engagement.  This collaborative approach provides community 

insight on the future of Smithtown. 

Community Workshops 

A Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee comprised of Smithtown leaders is helping guide 

the Comprehensive Plan process. The Steering Committee, upon their first meeting in 

December 2018, believed input from each hamlet or community would be the best approach for 

the Comprehensive Plan process.  The Town of Smithtown and the Comprehensive Plan Team 

planned six community workshops for each of the six hamlets/communities.   

The sixth and final hamlet-based public Community Workshop was for the Kings Park 

community, held on Thursday April 11, 2019 from 7pm to 9pm in the evening at Kings Park High 

School in the Cafeteria.  Approximately 110 people attended the event. 

The Comprehensive Plan Team and Town of Smithtown hosted six public Community 

Workshops in each hamlet in this first phase of outreach efforts.  
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The workshop began with an introduction from Jeff Janota of H2M Associates, the consultant 

preparing the Comprehensive Plan and head organizer of the event.  Erik DeLine, Nicole 

Venezia and Constance Vavilis, planners from H2M, were also in attendance.  Also in 

attendance were Matt Carmody from AKRF, the transportation consultant.  

Upon sign-in, participants were given a Comprehensive Plan flyer and an orientation/room 

layout handout for the nightôs activities.  While waiting to sign-in participants were asked to 

indicate where they lived in Smithtown.  Participants were then directed by team members to 

gather near the projector for a short introductory presentation.    

  

Above: Orientation Handout; Right: 

Comprehensive Plan Flyer 
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During the introduction, Jeff Janota (H2M) explained the Comprehensive Plan and the purposes 

of the nightôs workshop: 

1. To gain an understanding of Kings Park community issues through the eyes of residents. 

 

2. To promote the Comprehensive Plan public participation process by encouraging 

participants to be ambassadors to the Plan. 

Erik DeLine (H2M) then explained the projectôs website, 

http://www.PublicInput.com/Smithtown and encouraged 

participants to take the online survey in their free time.  

Erik also pointed out that the workshop included a survey 

table with hard copy surveys and laptops for online survey 

taking.  Approximately 12 surveys were completed 

throughout the night.  

Interactive Portion 

This interactive part of the workshop required workshop 

participants to join in conversation with the ñtopic tableò 

facilitators broken out into  

(1) Land Use, (2) Transportation, (3) Community 

Facilities, Open Space & Historic Preservation, and (4) 

Environment & Sustainability to express their opinions, 

ideas, ask questions, and state their concerns.  Each Topic 

Table was equipped with a handout for participants 

containing a 3-4 bulleted list of topics that could be 

discussed and a handful of guidance questions to help 

kickstart the brainstorming/interactive participation process. Each ñtopic tableò was facilitated by 

a Comprehensive Plan Team member.  A summary of issues resulting from the Kings Park 

community workshop (April 11th) is listed on the following pages.  Bolded items indicate 

popular or repeated sentiments.  

http://www.publicinput.com/Smithtown
http://www.publicinput.com/Smithtown
http://www.publicinput.com/Smithtown
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1. Land Use 

   

   

  

Land Use concerns include (see bullets on following page): 
 


